MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT CREATES WEBSITE TO
MATCH FAMILIES WITH SHELTER PUPS
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(ABC NEWS)- An amazing 13-year-old student from Texas is doing her best to make sure every shelter
dog in her area is not only adopted, but rescued by the right person or family.
Aiden Horwitz, an eighth-grade student at Austin Jewish Academy, came up with "Dog Do or Dog
Don't" to help others avoid pain she suﬀered years ago.
This brilliant young woman from Austin got her ﬁrst dog, Roscoe, when she was just 5 years old, but
her mother was allergic and they had to give the dog to a family friend.
"It was terrible having to give him to another family," she told ABC News. "But I didn't want to put him
back in the shelter, either."
After trying again later, the Horwitz family now has three lucky pups and couldn't be happier.
But some families that adopt a puppy that isn't the right ﬁt aren't as lucky as the Horwitz's.

They end up returning the dog to the shelter -- not because they don't love their furry friend, but

because, among other reasons, they can't aﬀord to keep them or can't properly take care of the
animal.

That's where her website comes in. You answer 13 simple questions, like the size of your home, your
schedule and more, to make sure you match up with the dog that is right for you.
This revolutionary idea sprang out of Austin Jewish Academy's passion project program for eighth
graders, during which they spend the better part of the year working on something they feel strongly
about.

"I discovered one of the main reasons why dogs are in shelters is that people get the wrong kind of
dog for them and family," she said. "Through the survey, you'd be surprised what kinds of dogs ﬁt into
certain categories."
As a partner for the project, Horwitz chose Austin Pets Alive, speciﬁcally one dog, Royce.
A deaf pit bull, Royce is a lab mix, and Horwitz thinks people just don't understand how sweet the pup
is and how easily he could ﬁt into a family. Royce has become kind of a mascot for the program and
the student hopes to not just get him adopted, but hundreds of others, too.
She's been contacted by other local shelters and even Pet Finder to expand the survey and the
program possibly outside of Austin.

